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A Study on Quasi — Contracts under the New French Obligations Law
Li Shigang

Abstract: February 2016 the French reformers of the law of obligations decide to establish in
French Civil Code a new part named “other sources of obligations” which includes the three traditional
quasi — contracts: Management of Affairs without Mandate ( negotiorumgestio)  condiciioindebiti and
unjust enrichment. Then the revised Civil Code gives a new definition to the quasi — contracts and
emphasizes its function to balance the unjust change of interests. The rules on management of affairs
without mandate and condictioindebiti are also updated. For example if a manager intervenes in the
affairs for both its interests and the owner’ s this may be treated as management of affairs without
mandate; who pays by error the debt of others is entitled to claim restitution against the real debtor.
Besides it is the first time that the French Civil Code stipulates unjust enrichment and the detailed rules
on its conditions. After this reform the dividing line of the three kinds of quasi — contracts is clear and
a new unified rule on restitution is established.

Keywords: quasi — contracts; management of affairs without mandate; condictioindebiti; unjust

enrichment; French obligations law

110 -



