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Abstract: A new method of law interpretation should take the practical function into account. In this
article the author discusses the practical function of criminal law interpretation which is based on typolog-
ical thinking and compares this method with Subsumtion. According to this article, the practical function
of this method is as follow: substantiation, concretization, structuration and differentiation. Substantia-
tion means that we can clearly get the core interest of individual rule and avoid the excessive thought on
features through interpretation based on typology. Concretization means that the meanings of General
Clauses and Indefinite Definitions will become relatively clear and specific in certain fields through inter-
pretation based on typology. Structuration means that typological interpretation can not only show the
core interest of individual rule, but also clearly reveal the connection between different rules. Through
comparison between different types, we can realize the transition relationship and value relevance be-
tween the rules in question and fully understand the structure of criminal law system. Differentiation
means that when an overall interpretative rule could not be formed, interpreters could first come to indi-
vidualized interpretation conclusions on lower levels or in micro— fields, and then they could gradually

put forward unified and general interpretation conclusions in the future.
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